
 

30 days of Change 
There is no doubt that the sudden closure of our school on March 16th in response to 
the coronavirus pandemic launched an unprecedented stream of decisions to support 
continued learning for our students. The shift to alternative learning for the remainder 
of the school year, primarily through platforms such as Google Classroom and Zoom 
meetings, was not without challenges. While our teachers developed virtual lessons 
and upgraded their tech skills during the first two weeks of the closure, administrators 
contacted parents and worked with tech support and Internet providers to ensure that 
each of our students in grades K through 12 had access to remote learning. By week 
two, the district was granted a waiver to serve meals off-site under a federal program 
and coordinated with food service and bus drivers to set-up daily meal delivery.  
 
Student learning is our priority, but while health authorities continue to direct us to 
stay closed, the health and well-being of all of our community members is paramount. 
Thanks to our board members’ support and investment in instructional programs, in-
cluding technology tools, our district is positioned to continue learning at a distance. 
We echo Governor Ricketts message to “Stay home. Stay healthy. Stay connected.”  
 
Teachers will continue to connect with students two times each week until the end of 
the school year. Parents and community members are welcome to call the school at 
any time with questions or concerns. We will continue to work with Panhandle Public 
Health and Unified Command to act for the health and safety of our students and   
families. 

The Scratching Post 
April, 2020 
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Meals on Wheels! 
Daily breakfast and lunch are available to ALL 
registered BCS students and any household 
members ages 1-18. This program was ap-
proved to continue through the summer at the 
April BOE meeting.  
If you already receive meals and wish to contin-
ue to have meals delivered over the summer, 
please tell your driver. Meals will be delivered 
on Mondays and Thursdays beginning the last 
week of May un-
til the second 
week of August. 
Call 308-436-
5262 for more 
information or to 
sign up! 

At the regular BOE 
meeting this month, the 
board approved the dis-
trict’s 5-year strategic 

plan, 2020 Vision and Beyond.  
 
Our thanks to all of the BCS communi-
ty members who contributed to the 
plan over the last year. The plan will 
be available soon on the website.  

Can you sew? 
Panhandle area hospitals need 
masks! Drop off at the school. 

We will deliver!! 

Stay well. We miss you, Wildcats! 
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Why are you interested in being on the school board? 
Kurt and I have lived in Banner County for 13 years, one of the main reasons 
we decided to move to Banner County is the school system.  I want to serve 
on the school board to give back to the community that we call home and to 
ensure that we continue to prepare our students for the future. 
 
What do you like about Banner Country School? 
I like that our school system is small, has a low teacher to student ratio and 
the sense of community that our school provides.  Everyone is invested in the 
kids of our community and seeing that they are able to become well rounded 
members of society. 
 
What are you hoping to accomplish if you are elected to the school 
board?  
With being on the school board I hope to provide additional insight and guid-
ance as well as ensure that we are providing the best educational opportuni-
ties for all students while maintaining fiscal responsibility. 

Laura Baker 

There are three open seats available on the BCS school board this year. Since there are more than 
two candidates per open seat, there must be a primary vote. The primary vote is on May 12th and 
you can send in your vote by mail. The six candidates with the most votes will move onto the general 
elections which will take place on November 3rd. The Scratching Post  asked the candidates why 
they were running for the school board.  

Why are you interested in being on the school board? 
There needs to be people on the school board that represent the taxpayers 
of the county as well as being an advocate for teachers and staff. The school 
board is there to ensure that the district stays on course with education while 
operating within an approved budget. I have a vested interest in Banner 
County Schools as a taxpayer within the county as well as being a parent of 
a student.   
 
What do you like about Banner Country School? 
I am a Banner County Alumni, attending all years from Kindergarten to 12th 
grade. The teacher to student ratio is great for the kids and the school com-
munity becomes like family.  I like that we are in a rural setting and that the 
teachers and staff understand operating a school in an agricultural commu-
nity.   
 
What are you hoping to accomplish if you are elected to the school board? 
I want to see Banner County Schools flourish and grow. I want Banner County Schools to be able to 
offer curriculum and opportunities to keep their current students as well as attract potential stu-
dents.  

Megan Allen 
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Why are you interested in being on the school board?  
I have lived in Banner County nearly all my life where I attended the school 
grades K -12, and I graduated in 2006. Today, I am actively involved in my 
family's farming operation. I have seven nieces and nephews that also live in 
the county. Currently, some are attending the school while the rest plan to at-
tend BCS in the future. My son, Trenton is in Kindergarten, and my daughter, 
Addison will start Pre-K next year. I have a strong interest in the future of this 
school. Lastly, my family owns land in the county, and property taxes are al-
ways a concern. 
 
What do you like about Banner County School?  
What's not to like? It is a small town community with very good teachers. Eve-
ryone knows your name. The student to teacher ratio is a huge benefit. Teach-
ers are able to get to know their students, so they tend to be more invested in 
their individual success. Additionally, programs can be tailored to better fit the 
needs of students. Most of all, it's home to me. 

 
What are you hoping to accomplish if you are elected to the school board? 
I would really like to see the sports come back. It keeps the kids busy, and there are many life 
lessons to be learned along the way. I want Friday night activities again. Additionally, I want to 
keep a positive working environment for the teachers; maintain a strong competitive, social, and 
academic environment for the kids; promote our small town values; and make common sense de-
cisions for the taxpayers of Banner County. 

Jake Knaub 

Why are you interested in being on the school board? 
After serving for over a term, I would like to be re-elected onto the Banner 
County School Board of Education to continue to improve and provide oppor-
tunities for our students and community.  
 
What do you like about Banner Country School? 
My favorite part about Banner County School is the amazing team of people 
that have come together to implement new ideas to make our school standout 
and offer creative new opportunities for our students, staff, and community! 
 
What are you hoping to accomplish if you are elected to the school 
board? 
Being on the Board of Education is ALL about accomplishing what’s best for 
our students, staff and community. I will continue to help improve the projects & programs we have 
already established for our district while continuing to pursue ways to support our mission: 
“Preparing the Students of Today for the World of Tomorrow.” 

Wittni Boettcher 

MOBILE PANTRY 
HELPING MEET YOUR FAMILY’S NEEDS 
Saturday, May 2 
5:00pm—7:00pm 
Banner County School Parking Lot 
200 School St., Harrisburg, NE 
This will be a drive through distribution. Stay in your car and Stay Safe! 
 
Call 308-631-4450 with any questions. 



P A G E  4  

T H E  S C R A T C H I N G  P O S T –  A P R I L ,  2 0 2 0  

Why are you interested in being on the school board?  
I have been in education for 19 years at the high school, state department, 
and collegiate levels and enjoy learning all of the different aspects of educa-
tion. I feel that, being on the school board will give me yet another insight 
into the educational system. I teach future educators at Eastern Wyoming 
College and the more I know about the education process as a whole, the 
better I can instruct them. 
 
What do you like about Banner Country School?  
I appreciate how much everyone cares about the students and their educa-
tion. I feel that both of my children have received an excellent education to-
date. I really enjoy the parents and the fact that they are all willing to help 
and care for my kids as if they were their own. 
 
What are you hoping to accomplish if you are elected to the school board?  
I hope to continue helping Banner County be a school that makes the education of students their 
top priority while being fiscally responsible. As an educator, I care deeply about students and 
teachers. As a parent, I value and respect the other parents (many of whom I consider my good 
friends) and their unwavering contributions to our school. As someone who grew up in a ranching/
farming world, I understand the financial burden that a school can place on the farms and ranches 
who ultimately keep the school doors open. I feel that I will be able to provide a well-rounded view-
point and help ensure our youth become anything they want to be in life while staying conservative 
and mindful of the taxpayers' dollars. I also understand that, as a school board member, I am 
tasked with listening to patrons and voting in a way that is in the best interest of the majority of the 
community, which may not always be my own personal opinion. I will welcome calls, texts, e-mails 
and open discussions with the students, teachers, parents, and patrons of the Banner County  
Community, as conversation is vital to understanding all sides of a situation. 

Lacy Krakow 

Why are you interested in being on the school board? 
This school district has been very good to my family over a number of years 
starting before the building of the new school.  I originally agreed to be consid-
ered as an appointed board member for that very reason and also for the rea-
son that I wanted to be a part of the continuation of the school through trying 
times.  Those reasons are still valid as I seek election to the board. Even 
though I am older and have no children in the school, I still have an active in-
terest in the education at BCS. 
 
What do you like about Banner Country School? 
I like the fact even though we are a small district in numbers we offer educa-
tional opportunities on par with larger districts in the area. We have an ad-
vantage in small class size. We offer opportunities not offered elsewhere with the 
Optional Friday program.  We have technology that will match any district and 
teachers who know how to use that technology. We make transportation available 
district wide and also for those who wish to choice in. We have professional caring administration, 
teachers, and support staff. 
 
What are you hoping to accomplish if you are elected to the school board?  
I have no agendas or axes to grind. I would like to be a part of continuing our activities in the arts 
and science. I would like to help in whatever way possible to increase our numbers in high school 
so that we could have competitive athletic teams. One of my goals would be to keep a close watch 
so that technology does not become the teacher, but enhances the work of the teacher. I am con-
vinced that due to this VIRUS, we will see changes in how we educate.  I also strongly believe that 
we must keep the facilities up to standards and maintain a pleasant environment for education to 
take place in.  

Larry Pahl 
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Why are you interested in being on the school board?  
I am interested in being on the school board to address concerns I and other 
community members have and keep our small school thriving for many years 
to come in an ever changing world. 
 
What do you like about Banner Country School? 
 I love Banner County School as it is my alma mater. Some of my best  
memories were made in the school. With two children now attending this 
school, I look forward to making many more memories and look forward 
to keeping this school open for many generations to come. 
 
What are you hoping to accomplish if you are elected to the school board? 
I am hoping to accomplish better communication between the board, school employees, and com-
munity members. Our school has a lot to be proud of in our small community. With that said we also 
need to work for our community members as they are the backbone that keeps this school thriving. 

Holly Reichenberg 

 

These decisions were not taken lightly, as we as elected officials value our customers and pride 

ourselves in the interactions and personal friendly service we provide. 

Effective immediately, we have installed a drop box in our entryway. All courthouse related materials may 

be dropped off and courthouse personnel will retrieve it and process it as quickly as possible.  Mail is cur-

rently being collected and allowed to set in a disinfected area for 24 hours. 

The Banner County Courthouse Treasurer is suggesting the use of mail or online for motor vehicle and 

real estate taxes during this period. If you have any questions or prefer to not complete these transactions 

through either of these means, we are requesting you call our office at 308-436-5260 and schedule an ap-

pointment. At this time, you will still be required to drop your work in the box and we will collect it and 

complete it as quickly as possible. We regret resorting to these measures. However, the safety of everyone 

at this time is of the utmost importance. After many discussions, we believe that with these extra precau-

tions, and patience by all involved, we will soon be back to business as usual. 

Additionally, the Banner County Clerk and Banner County Assessor are urging our residents to request 

mail in ballots for the primary election and to file their Personal Property Statements online or call for assis-

tance. If you have any questions for either of these offices, please call 308-436-5265 for Banner County 

Clerk or 308-436-3207 for the Banner County Assessor. 

We truly appreciate your patience and understanding during this time.  

Sincerely, 

Banner County Courthouse Officials and Staff 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 


